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KIMBERLEY SKIN CANCER SCREENING PROJECT 

321. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Regional Development: 

The government continues to support not-for-profit organisations across the state. Can the minister detail how 

royalties for regions funding is assisting the Lions Cancer Institute and Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia 

carry out valuable work in the Kimberley?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

I thank the member for North West for the question. Before I begin, on behalf of the Minister for Health I 

acknowledge the students from Ocean Road Primary School who are in the gallery today. I hope they enjoy 

question time. 

The Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia Kimberly skin cancer screening project is providing free cancer 

screenings across the Kimberley region during May and June of this year. This program has previously been 

rolled out across the Pilbara and goldfields. I was speaking to someone from the Lions Cancer Institute and I 

thought that some of their outcomes would be best shared with the Parliament, so that a small program like this 

can be understood for the difference that it makes. The program is a collaboration between the RFDS and the 

Lions Cancer Institute, with funding from the Kimberley regional grants scheme administered by the Kimberley 

Development Commission. Woodside Energy and the four Kimberley shires are providing the venues and 

organisational support. The total project cost is $240 000, so it is not a project of any financial magnitude, but 

the outcomes have significant magnitude. I will share them with members now.  

The skin cancer screening project has visited Derby, Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek, Wyndham and Kununurra, 

and is just leaving Broome. The RFDS has been inundated with bookings across the Kimberley and 1 227 people 

have been screened to date. The data collected during the project will be used for scientific research by skin 

cancer PhD, honours and tertiary students. That is as a result of a strong partnership between the Lions Cancer 

Institute and the University of WA. The statistics are quite remarkable: 1 127 people screened; 288 suspicious 

lesions identified; 195 people referred to their GP for their lesions; and 156 potentially life threatening lesions 

discovered, which, if they are not properly treated, will be life threatening. This little project with funding of 

$240 000, that is operating across the Kimberley screening residents of the Kimberley, has identified 

156 potentially life threatening skin cancers. At least 691 of the 1 100 people screened had never previously been 

screened for skin cancer. These statistics reinforce the need for preventive health care as well as the excellent 

work that the Minister for Health is doing in rebuilding the health system across regional Western Australia. 

Programs like this that are aimed at preventive health care can make a real difference and I want to congratulate 

the RFDS and the Lions Cancer Institute for the work they are doing in preventive health in the Kimberley 

region.  

 


